Today’s webinar: Learning for themselves: putting the learner
in the driver’s seat

Back to school or not back to school, that seems to be the question! It is still unsure what our
classroom for the new school year will look like: face-to-face, online or maybe a bit of both? Now,
maybe even more so than ever, it is key that we prepare young learners to take the driver’s seat: we
need to enable them to learn for themselves. This webinar will look at what learning independently
means and the importance of it before exploring some practical ideas to support young learners in
managing their own learning.

Anna is a primary-trained ELT teacher from New Zealand, currently
based in Dubai. She has worked as a teacher of young learners and
adults and is a teacher trainer on Cambridge accredited courses, face to
face and online. She's a self-confessed addict to learning and is
passionate about enabling teachers to enhance effective learning for all
learners. Anna regularly presents internationally and writes for English
Teaching Professional and Modern English Teacher. Her special
interests are teacher development, educational psychology and

enhancing effective learning.
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In case we disappear...

Don’t panic!

Be patient

Get up & stretch
We’'ll be back ©
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ADVANCING
LEARNING



2020 so far...

ADVANCING
LEARNING



2020 so far...

ADVANCING
LEARNING



2020 so far...

ADVANCING
LEARNING



What did you do
to refresh and

recharge this
holiday?

ADVANCING
LEARNING



Session Overview

-

\_

~N

Setting the
context

-

J

g

~

Exploring
Learner
Independence

J

4 )
How to put

them in the
driver’s

\_ seat? )

Q&A

ADVANCING
LEARNING




10

Setting
the
context

ADVANCING
LEARNING



2020 so far...

-

’ul

ADVANCING
LEARNING



12

Back to School 2020

1. Face-to-face
2. Online

3. Blended

4. Hybrid

s. If only | knew...
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We are all in the same water...
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... all YLs will almost certainly have fewer
opportunities to meet, manipulate and make
the language their own during class time.
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Who are your youngd
learners?



Early Years 2-5
Primary 6-10
Lower Secondary 11-14
Upper Secondary 15-17




Early Years 2-5
Primary 6-10
Lower Secondary 11-14
Upper Secondary 15-17




Young Learners: what
are they like?
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&

1.An adverb
2.A noun(pl)
3.An adjective
4.A noun (sg)
5.A number
6.A verb
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Young learners...

are still developing 1. , SO we need to consider the cognitive

demands of 2. . They are developing as thinkers but

understand the difference between real and imaginary. They need

3. contexts to understand new concepts and need

4. to understand the abstract. Until 5. they don’t have

the knowledge or meta-language to talk about language. They need

help to 6. things but can work with and learn from others.
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Young learners...

are still developing cognitively, so we need to consider the cognitive

demands of 2. . They are developing as thinkers but

understand the difference between real and imaginary. They need
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4. to understand the abstract. Until 5. they don’t have
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Young learners...

are still developing cognitively, so we need to consider the cognitive
demands of task. They are developing as thinkers but
understand the difference between real and imaginary. They need

3. contexts to understand new concepts and need

4. to understand the abstract. Until 5. they don’t have

the knowledge or meta-language to talk about language. They need

help to 6. things but can work with and learn from others.
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Young learners...

are still developing cognitively, so we need to consider the cognitive
demands of task. They are developing as thinkers but
understand the difference between real and imaginary. They need
familiar contexts to understand new concepts and need

4. to understand the abstract. Until 5. they don’t have

the knowledge or meta-language to talk about language. They need

help to 6. things but can work with and learn from others.
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Young learners...

are still developing cognitively, so we need to consider the cognitive
demands of task. They are developing as thinkers but
understand the difference between real and imaginary. They need
familiar contexts to understand new concepts and need

support to understand the abstract. Until 5. they don’t have

the knowledge or meta-language to talk about language. They need

help to 6. things but can work with and learn from others.
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Young learners...

are still developing cognitively, so we need to consider the cognitive
demands of task. They are developing as thinkers but
understand the difference between real and imaginary. They need
familiar contexts to understand new concepts and need
support to understand the abstract. Until eleven they don’t have
the knowledge or meta-language to talk about language. They need

help to 6. things but can work with and learn from others.
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Young learners...

are still developing cognitively, so we need to consider the cognitive
demands of task. They are developing as thinkers but
understand the difference between real and imaginary. They need
familiar contexts to understand new concepts and need
support to understand the abstract. Until eleven they don’t have
the knowledge or meta-language to talk about language. They need

help to notice things but can work with and learn from others.
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Exploring
\ learner
L= independence

ADVANCING
LEARNING



30

Complete the sentence...
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Complete the sentence...

1) a synonym 2) a short definition
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| think learner
Independence is...
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thinking
autonomy

learning to learn

having ownership

agency
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thinking a need

autonomy

learning to learn

a myth

having ownership

agency

a miracle
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a learning process where learners have
ownership of their learning. An independent
learner sets goals, makes choices and decisions
about how to meet these goals. He/she takes

responsibility for learning and reflects on the
process.

www.link.springer.com
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~

Independent Motivated Confident Life-long
learners learners learners learners

J
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What Is the greatest responsibility
you give your learners?
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disagree
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agree disgree
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Your beliefs...

1. Learner independence means learning alone without my help.
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Your beliefs...

1. Learner independence means learning alone without my help.

2. Teaching YLs learner independence should be part of every subject.
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Your beliefs...

1. Learner independence means learning alone without my help.
2. Teaching YLs learner independence should be part of every subject.

3. My materials don’t show me how to teach learner independence.
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Your beliefs...

1. Learner independence means learning alone without my help.

Teaching YLs learner independence should be part of every subject.

N

3. My materials don’t show me how to teach learner independence.

4. With YLs we can use their first language (L1) to develop this.
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Your beliefs...

1. Learner independence means learning alone without my help.

2. Teaching YLs learner independence should be part of every subject.
3. My materials don’t show me how to teach learner independence.
4. With YLs we can use their first language (L1) to develop this.

5. | didn’t learn this at school, so | can’t teach this!
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Your beliefs...

1. Learner independence means learning alone without my help.

2. Teaching YLs learner independence should be part of every subject.
3. My materials don’t show me how to teach learner independence.
4. With YLs we can use their first language (L1) to develop this.

5. | didn’t learn this at school, so | can’t teach this.

6. 6-year-olds are too young for learner independence.
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Your beliefs...

1. Learner independence means learning alone without my help.

2. Teaching YLs learner independence should be part of every subject.
3. My materials don’t show me how to teach learner independence.
4. With YLs we can use their first language (L1) to develop this.

5. | didn’t learn this at school, so | can’t teach this.

6. b6-year-olds are too young for learner independence.
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They are already independent!
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Given the chance and the right kind of
conditions even children as young as 6 can
make choices and reflect on their own

learning...
(adapted from Guy Claxton, 2002)
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How to put
them in the
driver’s seat?
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Independent
Learner

Dependent
Learner

LEARNING
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Do you remember
learning to tie your
shoe laces? How did
you learn this?
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Dependent Co-driver jl Independent
Learner Learner
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Teachers do not create learning,
learners create learning...
Teachers create the conditions in which
learners learn...

William (2010)
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It’s all about the...
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It’s all about the...

Ir O > X
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It’s all about the...

Knowledge
Attitude
Skills
Habits
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Knowledge - goals & choice

« Setting clear goals in child-
friendly language

* Providing tasks of the right
cognitive level

 Allowing choices
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Share goals
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Share goals

WALTSs relate to what you
want learners to

* know

* understand

* be able to do

as a result of the learning
and teaching activities.
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Share goals

WALTSs relate to what you
want learners to

* know

* understand

* be able to do

as a result of the learning and
teaching activities.

g gt/?v;eprnin 0 Write aho(s¢
ties 1 like and dop’+ like
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why, ™ free time anq
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Allow choices

How many sentences..?
How much time ...?
Alone or with a buddy?
When/ where to study?
Which tools?
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Allow choices

How many sentences..?
How much time ...?
Alone or with a buddy?
When/ where to study?
Which tools?

Which task?
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1-TRICKY
WORDg SLAP

Allow choices
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Attitude - nurture a can-do attitude

* They need to know you believe in them!
Encourage a Growth-mindset
Foster curiosity: get them to ask questions
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Attitude - nurture a can-do attitude

* They need to know you believe in them!
Encourage a Growth-mindset
Foster curiosity: get them to ask questions
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Shark or Dolphin thoughts?

p\give -

Jamboard
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Shark or Dolphin thoughts?

Jamboard
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Get them to ask questions
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Get them to ask questions

Teacher, | have a question...
Teacher, can you help?
Teacher, what do | do?
Teacher, teacher....?
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Get them to ask questions

Teacher, | have a question...
Teacher, can you help..
Teacher, what do | do?
Teacher, teacher....

4B4 me....
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Get them to ask questions

Teacher, | have a question...
Teacher, can you help..
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Get them to ask questions

Teacher, | have a question...
Teacher, can you help..
Teacher, what do | do?
Teacher, teacher....

4B4 me....
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Skills & Support

Make strategies visible — Model!
Provide scaffolding & support
Give feedback
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Model it! i

A
« . H 1
o Woof Woof Wednesday- FlipGrid Miss TOUb S Class 20 i LI
TAP THEbutton. Teacher
edmodo
1 Follow the link to my FlipGrid Board named, mwoof Woof —
Wednesday" < 152
Activities S
:’-
S - 2. Tap the "Login to Microsoft" button and BSD Login Assigned to Class
information (it is in your grab bag). Make su @

@studentcbsdorg after your username.

@ Scheduled
3. Read the Prompt:
HAPPY \WEDNESDAY! % Archived
Tap the green plus below o open the FlipGrid Camera. Then,
record a short video and....
1. Say Hello
2. Show us any pets that you have at home! @ Students @ Families

3. What do you |ove about your pets? v
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Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check

©) loom
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Habits - create routines & reflect

* Build routines
 (Create a culture of excellence
« Reflect on the learning process

ADVANCING
LEARNING



78

| 1CATNING €0 (yrje
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Success Criteria

i i o » V‘ ‘
-

We Are Learnind To...

For...

< ' L
w

1 amT&3rning ¢
L 1€arning to )i
dCtivities I like a't;mte oue
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Success Criteria

gc?t’?we? mito Write aboyt
0 O In my free time i€
hy. ahd

1| | can say what they are

81

Q | can write why (because)
O | can write ...
Q | can write ...

-
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Reflecting on learning

Head’ han .

— ds, heart

-

—

« What have you learned today? —
 How did you do it?

« How did the session make you feel?
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Wonder wall
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Wonder wall
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Wonder wall

-
. N
What plant is this? What is this?
Why does a cactus have spikes? lmmknudmm iwmwamm

\\.)1//
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%

—
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learner

L X 4

peers you
caring for plants
s - care-givers
v«mn«mm:mm
Can plants grow without
ADVANCING
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Remember

« start where they are
 use L1 to support

« Dbe flexible

* be encouraging

* De patient

« sStep aside
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Remember

« start where they are
 use L1 to support

* Dbe flexible

* be encouraging

* De patient

 sStep aside

but T.T.T!
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The greatest sign of success for a
teacher is to be able to say ‘the learners
are now working as if | did not exist.’

Maria Montessori
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Sources for inspiration...

Fathways for hinking and
infeperdert leaming la

. Ihe prim3

”. claasroom

500 Activities for the Children Learning English
Pri”]afy Classroom A Guidebook for English Language Teachers

meaiate 0eas and Solutior

MACMILLAN BOOKS FOR TEACHERS MACMILLAN BOOKS FOR TEACHERS

Series Editor: Adrian Underhill Series E Underhill
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Further reading:

« Building Learning Power (2002), Claxton

« Children Learning English (2005), Moon

« Engaging learners (2011), Griffith & Burns

« Learning for themselves (2008), Wilson & Murdoch

« Mindset (2006), Dweck

« Teaching Children how to Learn (2015), Ellis & lIbrahim

« Teaching Foreign language in the Primary School (2009), Kirsch
« 500 activities for the primary classroom (2007), Read
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